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Combining and Changing Paths

Vector shapes that are created in FireWorks can be changed in many more ways than
simply resizing them. They can be combined to create new shapes or split into different
shapes. You have already used the COMPOUND SHAPES section of the PROPERTIES
panel to quickly join vector shapes, but the PATH panel provides many more tools to
adjust vector shapes.

Starting a New Document

1 Load Adobe FireWorks or close the current document.

2 Inthe CREATE NEW section of the WELCOME screen click on FIREWORKS DOCUMENT
to start a new document.

New Document [Z|

Canvas Sizet 1.8M

width; | 500 < | pixels v|W: a00

Resolution: !?2 | ;Pixels,l'lnch

3 Set the WIDTH to 800 pixels, the
HEIGHT to 600 pixels, the CANVAS

Canvas color
Owhite == COLOUR to WHITE and select OK.
OTransparent
OCustgm:
|
Ok Cancel

4 Check that the workspace is set to ICONIC MODE WITH PANEL NAMES
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Drawing the Paths

A rectangle and ellipse will be added to the canvas then combined into different shapes.
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1 Select the RECTANGLE TOOL from
the SHAPES TOOL and draw a
rectangle near the top left of the
canvas.
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2 2 Click on the SET DEFAULT FILL/

o STROKE COLOUR icon to set the FILL
aZ COLOUR to WHITE and the STROKE
i COLOUR to BLACK, then set the TIP
Zm SIZE to 1 px.

'3 Select the ELLIPSE TOOL from the
SHAPES TOOL and drag an oval over

Fla BOT View Select Modfy Test Commanck Flte Window Hep | B @ O (1o

DH@="avwa i 0 E 9" Raw% BB
Rinbithed: 3png® = fage 1@ 1008 (Ellgse)

e [ 7o e e the right side of the rectangle.
L

o

[T
ae

LR Lj L

o
a5 /Cj\! i e

Jd i / g _“’__/ LAY
:‘:‘"‘k -| & simis
Q[ |l COADE PALETTE
) m llllll

19-2 © Guided Computer Tutorials, 2011



Combining and Changing Paths 19
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Ea&: BRwa g HETe" R aBY R B8 4 Select the POINTER TOOL and
SHIFT+CLICK on the rectangle

so that both it and the oval are

selected.
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Combining the Paths
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1 Expand the PATH panel in the PANEL
GROUP and click on the JOIN PATHS
icon to join the shapes together.
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2 Try moving the shapes and both should move.
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;;-; 3 Click on the SPLIT PATHS icon in the
i PATH panel to separate the shapes.
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Press CTRL+Z or COMMAND+Z to UNDO the union.
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(4 SHIFT+CLICK on the rectangle to re-
add it to the selection then click on
the UNION PATHS icon in the PATHS
panel to combine the outsides of the
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paths of the two

RSECT PATHS icon
in the PATHS panel to display just the
shapes that overlap.
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Press CTRL+Z or COMMAND+Z to UNDO the intersection.
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