
 © Microstar Publishing & Guided Computer Tutorials 2009 17-1 

The HLOOKUP Function 
 
The HLOOKUP function works in a similar way to the VLOOKUP function but 
where the VLOOKUP function scans vertically down a column, the HLOOKUP 
function scans horizontally across a row. Of course, the data must be set up in an 
appropriate manner. 
The function must be written in a specific format so that it works correctly: 
HLOOKUP(lookup_value,table_array,row_index_num,range_lookup) 
HLOOKUP(Cell where code is entered, the table of data A4:R12, Sale Price row 
which is 5, FALSE so an exact match is found) 

 

The HLOOKUP function could be used with the data above to display information 
about a specific product from the product code. 
For example, if you were asked to look up the Sale Price of product code G4230, 
you would scan across the Code row until you found the code, then scan down the 
column to the Sale Price row to find that data— $6,998 in this case. The 
HLOOKUP function works in the same way. 
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Loading the Sample File 
To save you entering a large amount of data a sample file has been prepared for 
you and it needs to be opened from the PIT2 SUPPORT FILES. 
 
1. Open the HLOOKUP file from the SPREADSHEETS folder of the PIT Book 2 

Support Files. 
2. Look at the file to familiarise yourself with it. 
 
Completing the Formulas 
 
Formulas are needed with a HLOOKUP function so that when a CODE is entered 
the details for this code will fill in to the form. 
 
1. Click on cell C15 and type G5313 – a code so you can see what happens 

when the HLOOKUP function is used 
2. Click on cell C17 and enter the function to display the Name of the item given 

the value in C15. 
=HLOOKUP(C15, A4:R12, 2, FALSE) 

 
3. Click on cell C19 and enter the function to display the Supplier of the item 

given the value in C15. 
=HLOOKUP(C15, A4:R12, 3, FALSE) 

4. Use the function in cells C21, C23 and C25 to display Specific, Sale Price and 
Description. 
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17
Test the result 
 

When entering formula you should always test the results to check you have 
entered it correctly. 

5. Click on cell C15 again and type another code such as G7653. 
6. Check that all data displayed is accurately transferred from the table. 
7. Try entering a code, say GGG, and check the results. You should get an error 

message. 
8. Save and close the HLOOKUP file in your STORAGE folder 
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